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By Bruce Murray
Vermilion Bureau writer

ABBEVILLE — A cache of
bulging barrels filled with toxic
chemicals has been located at
another John Broussard-operated
storage site in Abbeville.

Tuesday and Wednesday, both
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the Louisiana State
Police were at the scene on 230 S.
Mam St..

Robert Sulhvan EPA emer-
gency response coordmator said
there are about-120 barrels of toxic

substances, previously undetected, :

in the back warehouse of a build-
ing known as the “ceramic shop.”
The recerit discovery is in addi-
tion to the other 60.drums outside
the warehouse. All are part of a

$1.2-million EPA cleanup that

encompasses sites — most of them
associated with former Broussard
Chemical owner. John Broussard
— on both sides ‘of the Vermilion
vaer

By Bruce Murray ™" -
Vermilion Bureau;-writer

ABBEVILLE .An unmarked

g'aveyard of storage drums was
unearthed Thursday afternoon
underneath a grazing field owned
by John W. Broussard.

- A task force composed of both
federal and state officials executed
the search warrant on the rural
property sauth of Abbeville. It is
the second search warrant to:be

imposed on Broussard in the past _

twoweeks |
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Based on uutlal analysis of the
recent discovery, Sullivan said the
drums contain a myriad sub-
stances that range from highly
acidic to highly base in nature.

- “If you mix them, they go
boom,” he said.

The potential for mixture —
-and consequent disaster — at the.
site was high, Sullivan said.

“The drums are bulging, vent-
ing and leaking,” he said. “This

poses an imminent and substantlve A

endangerment to.public health.
As well as the acids and’ bases
Sullivan said he also suspects the

"drums contain polystyrene, a high- -

ly toxic substance used in the mak-
ing of plastics.

effects (of polystyrene). It can kill'
you,” Sullivan said.

State Police Transportation and .
Environmental Section said his

- agency was notified Monday of the
~120drum cache. -

“The drums were bulgmg and

-
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EPA worlks toxie site

. expandmg and could have poten- .
tially exploded,” the State Police

representative said. “We declared
it a hazardous materials incident
— similar to if an 18-wheeler going
down the road overturned.”

- The building where the drums
are stored is owned by Broussard,
and the property is owned by the
trustee of his bankrupt company.

‘While the drums are in the back

warehouse, a company called
Env1ronmental Blue leases and
operates in the front portlon of the

: 'bulldmg from Broussard. -

-‘Employees at Env1ronmental

Blue notified State Police and EPA
" officials about the drums accord-
‘mg to Sullivan. ‘
“Forget about the mutagemc o

Tuesday, Broussard was called
-to the site'to 1dent1fy the chemicals

-,jmthedrums
. A representative from the ¥

- “He could” not produce the

‘records’ of what was’'in them,”

Sullivan said.-“We gave him the

- opportunity ‘to clean them up
1mmed1ately, and. he deferred it to-

the EPA s o

undmg fields. gt'azed on;

“Agencies partxcxpatmg in'the
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"";cuses on Vermlllon field

Sullivan said the EPA’s.legal
division will initiate the cost recov-
ery process after the cleanup is
complete.

" The State Police representative
said no charges have been filed as
of yet. “We are going to have to
await analysis of what kinds of

- chemicals we are dealing with to

see what kind of charges would be

“filed,” he said.

" Outside of the warehouse on
South Main, there are 16 above-
ground storage tanks containing
waste oil, glycol and other chemi-
cals that the EPA is preparmg for
proper disposal.

‘Across the river on South
Henry Street, there are nine
above-ground tanks that are being
dealt with, along with-about 300
drums in the old Broussard
Chemical warehouse. .

There is also a “drum grave-
yard” in the woods next to the
warehouse. ' £

‘In total, the cleanup mvolvesv
251argetanks and650drums :
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A red tape warning of danger frames three
storage tanks on the South Henry Street site in
Abbeville. State Police and Environmental
Protection Agency. offic1als have been at the site

th1s week. N
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~O_State an(I federal officials excavate barrels from a pasture owned by John W. Broussard. The.con-

tents of the. barrels are unknown. Thursday’s search is the second to be conducted on Broussard’s
property in the past two weeks.

the state .Department of
Environmental Quality and State
thce

Ivan Vikin, a spemal‘ agent
mth the EPA Criminal Division,
said his agency gained knowledge
of the graveyard during the course
of its ongoing investigation of
Broussard and his operations.

After the site is excavated, the

barrels will be hauled away and
their contents analyzed Vikin
said.

Workers were still dlggmg late

- Thursday afternoon, and the num-

ber of drums, as well &s their con-
tents, remains undetermined.

The property is located on
Peach Road, a dirt road south of
South Henry Street.

- Broussard, who was present at
the scene, sald “I’m cooperating.
I'm workmg to get: this job done
for the commumty, and that’'s ali I
.can say.”
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Findings from the investiga-
tions are being handed over to the
U.S. Attorney’sOffice: = -

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Howard Parker said any possible
charges against Broussard will
depend on the outcomes of the
investigations and the decision of
a federal grand jury.

“The criminal investigation

awaits review of voluminous-

records and the results of tests of
chemicals at Antifreeze Inc. and
the ceramic shop location,” Parker
said. - :

“If criminal charges flow, a
grand jury will consider it.”

Parker stressed that. all priori-
ty is being given to ensure: the
safety of local residents. .

“The criminal matter is mov-
ing at deliberate speed, and the
cleanup is moving at breakneck
speed. They are doing the utmost
they can,” Parker said. - . s
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